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St Michael’s is a unique church. We are proud of our independent spirit; seeking continually 
to discover new ways to understand faith and to demonstrate it in our lives, and in the heart 
of the city.  

 

As part of the Uniting Church in Australia, St Michael’s is committed to involvement in social 
and national affairs. We hold foundational Christian values of the importance of every 
human being, the need for integrity in public life and concern for the welfare of the whole 
human race irrespective of race, creed, gender, sexuality, status or age. 
 

 

Chair of Congregation: Ian Smith  

Church Council Chair: Laura Beckett 

Treasurer: Ian Cox 

Secretary: Maree McDonald 

Deanery I: Household 

Dean: Peter Anderson  

Deputy Dean: Jack Morgan 

Deanery II: Church Services 

Dean: Graeme Adamson  

Deputy Dean: Albert Phillips 

Deanery III: Contact and Care 

Dean: Lyndell O’Brien 

Deputy Dean: Joy Arnot 

Deanery IV: Programs 

Dean: Lorraine Woolley  

Deputy Dean: Val Gill  

 

Culture of Safety Contact Person  

(Keeping Children Safe) 

Val Gill 

Organist & Manager of Music 

Rhys Boak 
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St Michael’s is a vibrant, progressive, inclusive church with a long tradition of nurturing the 

spiritual well-being of the human person and working for the common good in society. 

♥ Our buildings may be closed, but our hearts are open. ♥ 

During the COVID-19 virus pandemic, we are offering Sunday Gatherings online – Reflections 

by our minister Rev Dr Margaret Mayman; biblical and contemporary readings from 

congregation members; beautiful music by organist, Rhys Boak and guest musicians; and 

prayers for these challenging times. 

A video of this service will be available on the website and YouTube on Sunday. 
http://www.stmichaels.org.au/ 

https://www.youtube.com/user/StMichaelsChurch/videos 
 

“The salvation and abundant life that Jesus offered was not meant to be relegated to a future 
heaven but intended for the here and now; nor was it meant to be limited to individual lives 
but rather had a social dimension that touches every aspect of society.” 

Gustavo Gutiérrez 

“My experience is that the poor (in rural Uganda) have found the key to abundant life. This 
abundant life has to do with the West’s fixation on material gain and experiences. Rather 
abundant life is a vital beating heart thriving on simple pleasures and enduring 
relationships.” 

Amos Smith,  
Healing the Divide: Recovering Christianity's Mystic Roots 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jean-François Millet “Young Shepherdess” 

(for Good Shepherd Sunday)  

http://www.stmichaels.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/user/StMichaelsChurch/videos


 

4 

 

Welcome to St Michaels Uniting Church online gathering  
I’m Margaret Mayman, minister at St Michael’s. 
Wherever you have come from, wherever you are going to;  
whatever you believe, whatever you do not believe;  
you are welcome. 
 

At St Michael’s we acknowledge the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation, 
traditional owners of the land on which our church stands. 

 

Today we also acknowledge other Indigenous People on whose land 
you and others who are participating in this gathering live. 

 

We honour their elders past and present and emerging, 
and with Indigenous people we pray for justice 
for the people and for the land. 

 

The fourth Sunday of Easter is traditionally called Good Shepherd Sunday. In singing a 
paraphrase of the 23rd Psalm and in the Gospel reading from John’s gospel, we recall the 
image of Jesus as the one who leads and the one who cares.  

 

It is my hope that being connected, as people of Spirit,  
will sustain us in the uncertainty of the coronavirus pandemic,  
moving us beyond the necessity of social distancing  
into the grace of spacious connecting,  
in which love and compassion are shared. 

In the companionship, 
in the silences, 
in the spaces… 
in the connections 
may we know Divine Presence 
and honour Divine peace. 

The King of love my shepherd is,  
whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his 
and he is mine for ever. 

 

Where streams of living water flow  
my ransomed soul he leadeth, 
and where the verdant pastures grow  
with food celestial feedeth. 

 

In death's dark vale I fear no ill 
with thee, dear Lord, beside me;  
thy rod and staff my comfort still,  
thy cross before to guide me. 
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And so through all the length of days  
thy goodness faileth never: 
good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise  
within thy house for ever. 

Words: Henry Williams Baker (1821-77) 
Tune: Dominus Regit Me 

John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876) 

 

Spirit of life, in us and around us; 
in this moment is our opportunity, 
to live as we wish the world would live.  

 

May we find within ourselves  
the courage to be who we are 
and to become who we are called to be. 

 

May we know when it is time to listen  
and when it is time to speak.  

 

May we trust ourselves to be the ones to find  
the words that need to be said  
or to do what needs to be done.  

 

May we trust one another  
and know there are many ways to go through life.  

 

May we know that though we cannot change  
some of what comes in life,  
we can choose how we respond to all that comes our way.  

 

Dwelling in sacred power, we know our own power, 
Together we can make possible justice and love.  

 

We are all connected;  
we depend upon one another  
now more than ever.  

Remembering Jesus, who showed us the Way,  
we pray together: 
God, you are life for us, 
holy be your name. 
Your new day come, your will be done, 
on earth as in your vision. 
Give us this day our bread for the morrow; 
and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Strengthen us in the time of test, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the power and the splendour 

and the fulfilment are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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We were not made to hide our light,  
we did not receive life in order to quench it.  
We are human beings  
in the likeness of God, 
loved and forgiven, 
made for abundant life. 
 

Alleluia! Amen! 

May the peace of Divine Presence be with you! 
And also with you! 

People are invited to send peaceful thoughts to members of our community. 

Siciliano from the flute sonata in E flat major BWV 1031 – J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

The amazingly prolific and inventive J.S. Bach is of course one of the most important figures 
in all of Western music. Bach’s enormous output of sacred music is testament to his devout 
Lutheran faith, which was a source of great strength and inspiration to him, during what can 
only be described as a life full of great difficulty. This piece is one of the most cherished 
movements from the many sonatas for flute he wrote. 

Peter Sheridan (Flute) & Rhys Boak (Piano) 

Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 
another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate, and the sheep hear the shepherd’s voice. The 
shepherd calls the own sheep by name and leads them out. 
When the shepherd has brought out all the sheep, the shepherd goes ahead of them, and the 
sheep follow because they know the shepherd’s voice. 
They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from away because they do not know the 
voice of strangers." 
Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying 
to them. 
So again Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came 
before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 
I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find 
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and 
have it abundantly." 

 

For the stories of Jesus and the beloved community of friends. 
We give thanks. 
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“Wild Geese” by Mary Oliver in American Primitive. 
 

You do not have to be good. 
You do not have to walk on your knees 
for a hundred miles through the desert, repenting. 
You only have to let the soft animal of your body  
love what it loves. 
Tell me about despair, yours, and I will tell you mine. 
Meanwhile the world goes on. 
Meanwhile the sun and the clear pebbles of the rain 
are moving across the landscapes, 
over the prairies and the deep trees, 
the mountains and the rivers. 
Meanwhile the wild geese, high in the clean blue air, 
are heading home again. 
Whoever you are, no matter how lonely, 
the world offers itself to your imagination, 
calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting – 
over and over announcing your place 
in the family of things. 

 

For the Word that was in the beginning 
for the Word that invites and inspires, 
for the Word embodied in us, 

We give thanks. 

Song of faith that sings forever 
through God’s people, ages long. 
Word that holds the world together 
when our hearts take up the song, 
always, always somewhere sounding, 
though the source we do not see,  
counterpoint to all despairing, 
it is hope that sets the key. 

 

Song of faith in exultation, 
rising through the vaults of prayer, 
tune of simple celebration 
offered up in open air, 
song in chapel and cathedral, 
descant to our daily tone, 
song in sickbed or in prison 
faith must often sing alone. 

 

And when life would overwhelm us, 
when there seems no song to sing, 
hear the constant voice of courage 
out of fear and suffering: 
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all who’ve loved and trusted Jesus, 
all who lift us to be strong, 
endless, endless are the voices 
of the faith that makes the song. 

Words: Shirley Murray (1931–2020) 
Tune: Hymn to Joy 

Adapted from Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want;  
Loving God, we believe in the good purposes of life. 
We trust that you are with us through the challenges we face 
and that you are part of all people everywhere. 
You are with us in our anxiety about the coronavirus pandemic. 
You are with people who are ill or dying, and with the ones who care for them.  

 

He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
He leads me beside still waters, he restores my soul. 

We are grateful for water that sustains our bodies and lifts our spirits. 
But we know that many do not have enough. 
Not enough water, not enough food, not enough peace. 
People who have lost their jobs, people whose businesses are at risk.  

 

He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
Too many children do not see your justice. 
Too many children watch violence, taste hunger, feel fear. 
Too many people still cry from the horror of war. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
I will fear no evil; for thou art with me;  
thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 

To become involved is risky. Pain is often contagious. 
Our hearts may be broken, and our lives may be threatened. 
Yet we hear your call and we can no longer hide. 

 

Thou preparest a table for me in the presence of my enemies; 
thou annointest my head with oil, my cup overflows. 

Our steps may be small and timid. 
We may read a book, write a letter, or make a gift. 
But each tiny step is blessed by you and multiplies. 

 

Strengthen us to advocate for people seeking asylum held in detention; 
and to speak up for Chinese people experiencing racist harassment  
and violence in Australia because people blame them for the disease. 

 

Surely goodness and mercy  
shall follow me all the days of my life; 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

Holy One, you are more relentless than war. 
Sacred Energy, you are more pervasive than hatred. 
Divine Presence, you are more insistent than despair. 
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A time for reflection and prayer. 
 

We pray for our community of faith 
that we may grow in gladness and generosity,  
and in service to the common good of our city, 
our nation and our world.  

 

May we become agents of reconciliation and transformation, 
a church through which others hear the voice of One 
who calls and guides us all to abundant life.  

 

In your many names, O God, we pray. 
Amen. 

May God the heart of life be deep within us, 
God in Christa/community be present in our life together, 
and God the Spirit empower us 
to do the work of justice and peace, 
to sing and dance and celebrate. 

Amen. 

Allegro from Concerto in C major (after Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741), (Concerto Op. 7ii/5, RV208 
'il grosso mogul' for violin) transcribed for organ by -J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

In the days before the internet, the airplane, the radio or even railways, it is extraordinary that the 
great German composer J.S. Bach even knew the name f his contemporary Italian composer, Antonio 
Vivaldi.Bach was a great fan of Vivaldi, and arranged several of his violin concertos for himself to 
perform on the organ. In a strange twist of fate, Bach's arrangements for organ became widely 
known, however, many assumed that Bach had also composed the works, and it wasn't until the 20th 
century that many of Vivaldi's manuscripts came to life, proving what many had suspected, that they 
were the work of Vivaldi. 

Rhys Boak (Organ) 

People have been asking how they can support the mission and ministry of St Michael’s 
when they are not able to make their offerings at church on Sunday. A ‘Supporting Us’ button 
has been added to the St Michael’s website. We are very grateful for donations that have 
already been received in the last week from members and from the wider audience of people 
who are appreciating our online videos. If you would like to contribute, you can make an 
offering through the website by credit card or use online banking. A downloadable donation 
form is also available. Thank you! 

The online banking details are:  

St Michaels Uniting Church 

BSB: 083004 

A/C: 515113338 
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"Wild Geese,” by Mary Oliver, in American Primitive, Little, Brown. 1983. 
 

Hymns are printed and streamed with permission. 
Church Copyright License (CCL): 261070 and Church Streaming License (CSL): 569311 

Peter Sheridan lives in Melbourne, Australia and maintains an active teaching and 
performing schedule as a ‘Low Flutes’ specialist. His passion for these beautiful low-toned 
bass flutes have taken him to many Countries including Japan, Canada, New Zealand, 
England, Holland and America. A supporter of new music, he has commissioned over one 
hundred compositions for these flutes and has completed several innovative recordings that 
explore their unique sound colours for the MOVE record label. His creativity led him to 
commission the first fully chromatic hyperbass flute (32 feet/10 Meters) which plays down 
to C0, lower than the concert piano.  

As an educator he is a Teaching Associate of the Sir Zelman Cowen School of Music, Monash 
University and has been invited to speak and perform as a guest lecturer for institutions 
such as the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music, Auckland University and Texas Women’s 
University. Sheridan is currently Head of Woodwinds for Donvale Christian College, where he 
coordinates the ‘Instrumental Bands Program’ and directs the Senior Concert Band. He has 
lead workshops and flute ensembles across the globe with presentations for the National 
Flute Association (USA), as well as the British, Canadian, Japanese and Australian Flute 
Associations.’ 

As a performer he has recorded on Hollywood Soundtracks for Paramount and Warner Bros. 
studios and was a founding member of the vibrant Los Angeles Flute Quartet for seven years. 
He has toured throughout the Southwest of the United States and has appeared as a guest 
soloist and chamber musician for the Grand Canyon, Colorado and Aspen music festivals, as 
well as numerous Flute societies throughout America. Sheridan was a music lecturer for La 
Sierra University and Santa Monica College, where he was nominated “Outstanding 
Professor 2007.” A native of New York City, Peter attended the H.S. of the Performing Arts, 
Turtle Bay music school, Juilliard Preparatory Division, Mannes College (BMus), and 
performed with the New York Youth Symphony in Carnegie Hall. He was a Graduate 
Teaching Assistant for the University of Arizona (MMus) and continued postgraduate work 
at UCLA, University of California, Los Angeles (DMA-abd). Sheridan is an enthusiastic 
conductor and leads the Monash University Flute Ensemble (AUS), and in 2016 was invited 
to conduct the opening concert for the National Flute Association Convention in San Diego, 
where he led 250 flutists in new works by American and Australian composers. 

He is a Low Flutes committee member of the National Flute Association, and past committee 
member of the Victorian Flute Guild (Melbourne). His flutes can be heard on Albany, Innova, 
Warner Music Latina, Varese Sarabande, ARS Publica, Forest Glade, Wirripang and MOVE 
record labels. 
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During this time we are unable to meet together in person, we have put in place a program to 
assist everyone to continue to feel connected and supported. 
We have a team of members of Contact and Care and Church Council who are each keeping 
in touch with a group of people by telephone, to keep the important lines of communication 
open. If you would like to have someone get in touch with you for a chat during these times, 
please contact the St Michael’s office and leave your phone number or email address. 
The members of the Contact and Care Team are also available to talk with, or assist people, 
who are experiencing difficult times for any reason. If you would like to speak with a 
member of Contact and Care, please contact the St Michael’s office. 
All matters remain confidential. 
   Lyndell O’Brien: Dean of Contact and Care 
   Joy Arnot: Deputy Dean 

Living in the time of a global pandemic can feel as if our known world has turned upside 
down and inside out. The St Michael's Prayer Tree (a small group within Contact and Care) is 
available to support you, during this different and difficult time. We are striving to ensure 
that everyone is cared for. We extend an offer to pray for you or someone you know. All 
prayer requests are treated with sensitivity and respect. We do ask that you seek permission 
from the person concerned, if the request for prayer is not for yourself. 
If you wish for us to pray for you, or someone dear to you, please contact the St Michael's 
office (9654 5120) and ask for a message to be forwarded, or speak with Catherine Jones 
directly. 

There is no breath of prayer or intention of thought for another in Love that 
is not answered No cry for help goes unheard and at the end of the darkest 
night a new day is always born. (Sylvia Briault in Precious Words) 

 

   Catherine Jones, Prayer Tree Leader 

Our minister, Rev Dr Margaret is available for pastoral care meetings by phone. Please phone 
the office to arrange a time for Margaret to call. 

https://www.facebook.com/stmichaelsmelbourne/ 
 

https://www.youtube.com/user/StMichaelsChurch/videos 
 

Podcast  www.soundcloud.com/stmichaelsunitingchurch 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stmichaelsmelbourne/
https://www.youtube.com/user/StMichaelsChurch/videos
http://www.soundcloud.com/stmichaelsunitingchurch
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In light of the COVID-19 State of Emergency in Victoria, St Michael’s Sunday Gatherings will 
be offered online for the foreseeable future. Links to videos, orders of service and the latest 
eNews are on the front page of our website.  

 
at St Michael’s are postponed until further notice. 

 
 is currently suspended. However, we will begin 

offering Telehealth services (with the counsellors working from home) for existing clients 
within the next two weeks. If you require counselling, please contact the office and we will get 
back to you as soon as possible. 
 


