
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 
 

St Michael’s is a vibrant, progressive, inclusive church with a long tradition of 
nurturing the spiritual well-being of the human person and working for the common 
good in society. 
We are proud of our independent spirit; seeking continually to discover new ways to 
understand faith and to demonstrate it in our lives, and in the heart of the city. 
 
As part of the Uniting Church in Australia, St Michael’s is committed to involvement in 
social and national affairs. We hold foundational Christian values of the importance of 
every human being, the need for integrity in public life and concern for the welfare of 
the whole human race irrespective of race, creed, gender, sexuality, status or age. 
 

 
 

 
Church Council Chair: Laura Beckett 

Treasurer: Ian Cox 
Secretary: Maree McDonald 

 

Deanery I: Household 
Dean: Peter Anderson  

Deputy Dean: Jack Morgan 
 

Deanery II: Church Services 
Dean: Graeme Adamson  

Deputy Dean: Albert Phillips 

 

Deanery III: Contact and Care 
Dean: Lyndell O’Brien 

Deputy Dean: Joy Arnot 
 

Deanery IV: Programs 
Dean: Lorraine Woolley  

Deputy Dean: Val Gill  
 

Culture of Safety Contact Person 
(Keeping Children Safe) 

Val Gill 
 

 
Organist & Manager of Music 

Rhys Boak 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♥ Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors! ♥ 
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♥ Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors! ♥ 

 

While the coronavirus pandemic continues, Sunday Gatherings will be offered  
Online and at the Church. 

 
Links for the Online Gathering  

http://www.stmichaels.org.au/ 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist/SundayatStMichaels 

 
 
 

“The call to contemplation in lent does not require us to turn away from the world. In the 
desert we spend time with the wild things so that we may too may be wild, that we too may be 
undomesticated by conventional religion and politics. 
 

In Lent, we pay attention to what’s pulling our strings, we listen to hear the sound of the 
genuine, and we cut the strings of all that pulls us away from being human in community with 
one another, with the earth, and with our God.  
– Margaret Mayman, Lent 1B Reflection (drawing on Howard Thurman ‘Sound of the genuine.’ 

 “God wills, comprehensively, our well-being–not just my well-being as an individual but the well-

being of all of us and of the whole of creation. In short, God wills our salvation, our healing, here on 

earth. The Christian life is about participating in the salvation of God.” 

– Marcus Borg, 21st century 

 “Things are always better in the morning.” 

– Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird, 20th century 

 “Rainbows introduce us to reflections 

of different beautiful possibilities 

so we never forget that pain and grief  

are not the final options in life.” 

– Aberjhani, 21st century 

 
 

“So ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in.”  

– Leonard Cohen  

 

 

Northern Territory Rocks by 
Gillian Hunt  

http://www.stmichaels.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist/SundayatStMichaels
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Jesika Clark & James Emerson  

Rose Riebl (Piano), Bruno Siketa (Trumpet) & Rhys Boak (Organ) 
 

Opening movement from “Glassworks” - Phillip Glass (1937-) 
Described as one of the most influential musicians of the second half of the 20th Century, 
Phillip Glass and his work are known world-wide. Phillip Glass' music is often described as 
being minimalist, but Glass describes his own music as being composed of repetitive 
structures. 

Rose Riebl (Piano) 

 

“A prayer of St. Gregory” -Alan Hovhaness (1911-2000) 

The Armenian born composer, Alan Hovhaness was one of the most prolific composers of 
the 20th century. He composed at least 67 symphonies, and at least 500 works in differing 
genres.  

Bruno Siketa (Trumpet) & Rhys Boak (Organ) 

 

On some Sundays, there may be an additional reading or hymn included in the service that is 
held at the church. 

 

Third Sunday in Lent 
“Church – A Liberating Community?” 
Guest Minister - Rev Peter Burnham 

Zoe Wallace (Cello), Maximillian Riebl (Countertenor), Rose Riebl (Piano) & Rhys Boak 
(Piano & Organ) 
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The candles are lit.  
The chimes call the hour of worship. 

The people stand, as they are able, as the Bible is carried in. 

Wherever you are on your spiritual journey,  
wherever you have come from, wherever you are going to;  
whatever you believe, whatever you do not believe; you are welcome here. 
 
The Spirit of God has long dwelled with the First Peoples of this ancient land. 
We acknowledge the traditional owners of this place; 
recognising that land was taken from them  
without consent, treaty or compensation. 

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri and Boon Wurrung 
peoples of the Kulin Nation, and pay respect to their elders. 
We stand with them in their quest for justice and recognition. 

 
 

Deep in the shadows of the past, 
Far out from settled lands, 
Some nomads travelled with their God 
Across the desert sands. 
The dawn of hope for humankind 
Was glimpsed by them alone - 
A promise calling them ahead, 
A future yet unknown. 
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While others bowed to changeless gods 
They met a mystery: 
God with an uncompleted name, 
"I am what I will be'"; 
And by their tents, around their fires, 
In story, song and law 
They praised, remembered, handed on 
A past that promised more. 
 

From Abraham to Nazareth 
The promise changed and grew, 
While some, remembering the past, 
Recorded what they knew, 
And some, in letters or laments, 
In prophecy and praise, 
Recovered, held and re-expressed 
New hope for changing days. 
 

For all the writings that survived, 
For leaders long ago, 
Who sifted, chose and then preserved 
The Bible that we know, 
Give thanks, and find its promise yet 
Our comfort, strength and call - 
The working model for our faith 
Alive with hope for all. 

Words: Brian Wren (1936-) 
Tune: Kingsfold 

From an English and Irish traditional melody coll. 
Lucy Broadwood (1858-1929) 

harm. and arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
 

It is in the depths of life that we find the Divine 
at the heart of this moment 

at the centre of our soul 
deep in the earth and its eternal stirrings. 

The Ground of all being 
the Well-Spring of time 

Womb of the earth 
the Seed-Force of stars. 

So gathering together this day 
we wait 

not for blessings from afar 
but for the earth abiding Sacred 

the very Soil of our soul 
the Freshness of the morning 

the new Breath of day. 
 



 

7 

Abba God in heaven, glory to you!  
Your rule of love renews the earth.  
In your name, we take part in that renewal  
   helping, and not harming,  
   caring, and not coercing ...  
We pray that we might receive with thanks  
   the bread we need,  
   the money we need,  
   the warmth we need ...  
We pray that forgiveness and freedom  
   flow through our lives.  
Teach us that in sharing life we live life to the full ...  
Remind us that evil is real.  
Still, we are not afraid of it,  
   but confident  
   that love is stronger than hate,  
   justice other than revenge,  
   true peace the work of your Spirit. 
Amen. 

May the Peace of Divine Presence be with you. 
And also with you. 

People are invited to offer a greeting  
and share a sign of peace. 
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For you, deep stillness of the silent inland 
For you, deep blue of the desert skies 
For you, flame red of the rocks and stones 
For you, sweet water from hidden springs. 
 

From the edges seek the heartlands 
and when you're burnt by the journey 
may the cool winds of the hovering 
Spirit soothe and replenish you. 
In the name of Love, In the name of Love.  
 

For you, deep stillness of the silent inland 
For you, deep blue of the desert skies 
For you, flame red of the rocks and stones 
For you, sweet water from hidden springs. 
 

From the edges seek the heartlands 
and when you're burnt by the journey 
may the cool winds of the hovering 
Spirit soothe and replenish you. 
In the name of Love, In the name of Love.  
In the name of Love, In the name of Love.  
 

Words: Julie Perrin 
Tune: Robin Mann 
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For the traditions of faith passed on through generations. 
We give thanks. 

“Jerusalem” from “Paulus” – Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 

Mendelssohn’s sacred oratorio “Paulus” dates from 1832 with a text that draws together 
many of the themes of the New Testament and the story of Christ.  

Jordan Auld (Soprano) & Rhys Boak (Piano) 

For the Word that was in the beginning 
for the Word that invites and inspires, 
for the Word embodied in us, 

We give thanks. 

“You want it darker” by Leonard Cohen 
 

If you are the dealer, I'm out of the game  
If you are the healer, it means I'm broken and lame  
If thine is the glory then mine must be the shame  
You want it darker  
We kill the flame  
Magnified, sanctified, be thy holy name  
Vilified, crucified, in the human frame  
A million candles burning for the help that never came  
You want it darker  

Hineni, hineni  
I'm ready, my lord  

There's a lover in the story  
But the story's still the same  
There's a lullaby for suffering  
And a paradox to blame 

 

But it's written in the scriptures  
And it's not some idle claim  
You want it darker  
We kill the flame  
They're lining up the prisoners  
And the guards are taking aim  
I struggled with some demons  
They were middle class and tame  
I didn't know I had permission to murder and to maim  
You want it darker  

Hineni, hineni  
I'm ready, my lord  
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Magnified, sanctified, be thy holy name  
Vilified, crucified, in the human frame  
A million candles burning for the love that never came  
You want it darker  
We kill the flame  
If you are the dealer, let me out of the game  
If you are the healer, I'm broken and lame  
If thine is the glory, mine must be the shame  
You want it darker…  

Hineni, hineni  
I'm ready, my lord  

Words:Leonard Cohen 
Music: Patrick Leonard 
Producer:Adam Cohen 

“O tuneful voice” - F.J. Haydn (1732-1809) 

This piece comes from Haydn’s of 12 canzonettas or songs that he wrote whilst staying in 
London in the late 1790s. The text was written by the English poet, Ann Hunter (1742-
1821), who with her husband, the surgeon and anatomist, John Hunter were also great 
supporters of the musical arts, hosting regular performances in their home. 

Jordan Auld (Soprano) & Rhys Boak (Piano) 

In thanksgiving and solidarity 

A prayer dedicating the retiring offering  
and gifts given in other ways to support the work of the church. 

 
God whose holy name 
defies our definition, 
but whose will is known 
in freeing the oppressed. 
As we offer these gifts 
make us to be one 
with all who cry for justice; 
that we who speak your praise 
may struggle for your truth, 
Amen. 
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God of our everyday, 
friend who will walk our way, 
light who can change the focus of our seeing, 
capture our heart and mind, 
be in the work we find, 
till all we do becomes your mode of being. 
 

Speak to our spirit’s void, 
hands that are unemployed, 
lives that are lived without a true direction: 
gifts that are hid, unearth, 
lift us to know our worth 
that in ourselves we see your own reflection. 
 

Shine through our winter’s grey, 
break through depression’s day, 
live through the little deaths we die in growing; 
meaning for whom we grope, 
home of our strongest hope, 
power and peace, through all creation flowing. 

Words: Shirley Erena Murray (1931-2020) 
Tune: Down Ampney 

Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

Travel gently through the journey of Lent…. 
 

May the blessing of the Sacred source of life, 
Lover, Beloved and Spirit of Love, 
Be with us with all creation, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Nimrod from The Enigma Variations - Edward Elgar (1857-1934) 

Elgar's Enigma variations are amongst his earliest orchestral works.  Nimrod is number 9 of 
the 14 variations. Elgar dedicated the piece to "my friends pictured within" and in the score 
each variation is prefaces with either a nickname or initials, a clue to the identity of the 
friend depicted. Nimrod is dedicated to Augustus J. Jaeger, Elgar's best friend. The name of 
the variation cleverly refers to  Nimrod,  the Old Testament patriarch who was described as 
a mighty hunter. The name Jaeger is also the German word for hunter. This individual 
variation has become famous in its own right, and has become a firm part of the organist's 
repertoire even though it was originally written for orchestra.   

Rhys Boak (Organ) 

Offerings to support the ministry and shared life of St Michael’s received with gratitude.  
In church, in addition to the offering boxes placed by the doors, you now have the 
opportunity to give electronically and securely in church at two Donation Points: one at the 
entrance on the corner of Collins and Russell, the other in the St Michael’s Walk Colonnade. 
To give, simply tap your credit or debit card, smartphone or wearable on the ‘tap and go’ 
device where indicated. Donations are set at $10. If you wish to give more, you can do so by 
tapping as many times as you like. Online there is a ‘Giving’ button with instructions for 
online giving. A downloadable donation form is also available. Cheques may be mailed to St 
Michael’s Office. Online banking: St Michaels Uniting Church. BSB: 083004. A/C: 515113338 

Prayer of Awareness and Blessing from John Philip Newell Praying with the Earth: a 
prayerbook for peace. 

Jesus Prayer. Translation by Rev Andrew Collis. South Sydney Uniting Church. 

“You want it darker.” Words: Leonard Cohen. Music: Patrick Leonard. Produced by Adam 
Cohen. 

“Deep in the shadows of the past.” Words: Brain Wren. Tune: Kingsfold. From an English and 
Irish traditional melody coll. Lucy Broadwood. harm. and arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams. 

“For you, deep stillness.” Words: Julie Perrin. Tune: Robin Mann. 

“God of our everyday.” Words: Shirley Erena Murray. Tune: Down Ampney. Music: Ralph 
Vaughan Williams.  

Hymns are printed and streamed with permission. 
Church Copyright License (CCL): 261070 and Church Streaming License (CSL): 569311 

Jordan Auld 

Jordan Auld is a classically trained Soprano with a Bachelor of Music (Honours) degree in 
vocal performance from the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music. In 2018, Jordan was a 
2018/2019 Scholar in the Opera Scholars Australia developing artist program, which she 
continues this year as The Peter and Melissa Hebbard Scholarship recipient, and was also 
awarded runner-up in the Acclaim Awards Sleath Lowry competition. In 2019, Jordan 
featured in both Melbourne operas’ productions of Wagner’s Der Fliegende Holländer and 
Bellini’s Norma. In March, Jordan travelled to China with the Australian International Opera 
Company, where she covered the lead role of Susanna in Le Nozze di Figaro, whilst also 
performing in the ensemble. Jordan was absolutely thrilled to join the touring cast for 2019. 



 

13 

Jordan looks forward to making another role debut this year with Opera Van Diemensland, 
performing Musetta in Puccini’s La Boheme in July. 

Whilst completing her studies, Jordan participated in a variety of productions at the 
Conservatorium, most notably in Jane Davidson's production of the Dialogues of the 
Carmelites (2018) where she played Sister Mathilde, and Davidson’s stage setting of 
Pergolesi's Stabat Mater in Passion, Lament, Glory, playing Mother Mary (2017). Externally, 
Jordan made her operatic debut last year in Savoy Opera Company's production of The 
Gondoliers, playing the role of Casilda. 

Rose Riebl 

Pianist and composer Rose Riebl began her piano studies at age five, and within a few years 
was performing and competing around Melbourne. Six years later she was accepted to study 
under Professor Frank Wibaut, then director of the Australian National Academy of Music. At 
14, Rosie moved to Vienna to accept a place at the Universität Darstellende Kunst Wien, 
where she studied under Professor Heinz Medijmorec, then head of piano. During this time, 
she learned to speak German and drink vodka, in an attempt to keep up with old-er, Eastern 
European classmates; during this time, she also gave a series of solo and chamber 
performances throughout Austria, notably those in Schloss Mirabell Salzburg and 
Bosendorfer Saal, Vienna. Following her return to Australia, Rosie continued performing, 
competing and studying at the Australian National Academy of Music. During her two years 
at ANAM, she participated in master classes with an exciting array of interna-tional artists 
including Gary Graffman, Pascal Rogé, Boris Berman and Imogen Cooper. In the years 
following, Rosie spent some time performing in New York and eventually moved to London, 
where she was playing piano, studying literature and working for the circus. It was during 
this time that her current interest in composing music for theatre, television and film began 
to emerge. After her time abroad Rosie moved to Sydney, where she received a first class 
honours from the Sydney Conservatorium of Music. Rosie is currently performing and 
accompanying classical repertoire, as well as composing and performing for solo project 
Rose Alea – cinematic, neoclassical piano music for the borderlands. 

 

Bruno Siketa 

Bruno Siketa began playing the trumpet in 1988 while attending Geelong College on a music 
scholarship. He obtained Bachelor of Music performance at the Victorian College of the Arts, 
studying with Robert Sims, Anthony Pope and Geoffrey Payne. During his studies he 
performed in masterclasses with Hakin Hardenberger, David Staff, and Geoffrey Payne. In 
2002 he was appointed Sub-principal trumpet in the Auckland Philharmonia and performed 
there for two years. Since 2003 Bruno has performed as guest principal trumpet in The 
Queensland Orchestra, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra and Adelaide Symphony Orchestra. 
Also, as casual trumpet in the West Australian Symphony Orchestra and Orchestra Victoria. 
In 2004 he performed the 2nd Brandenberg Concerto on tour with Mozart Orchestra. He 
toured China and performed as principal trumpet with the Shenzhen Symphony Orchestra in 
2006. Bruno has played extensively with brass bands such as Dalewool Auckland and 
Hawthorn Brass Band and is a continuing member of Melbourne Tramways Band. He has 
also recorded for Melbourne-based singer/songwriter Georgia Fields, Pyramid, and toured 
with renown vocalist Patrizio Buanne. Bruno has recorded and premiered many new 
Australian works as a member of the Raga Dolls Salon Orchestra including the concerto 
Photo Album, which he performed in 2011 as the cornet soloist. In 2010 Bruno performed a 
solo recital at the Music at the Basilica Festival, performing works with organ and in 2011 
performed with soprano Judith Dodsworth. He also performed solo recitals at the Organs of 
the Ballarat Goldfields festival in 2012 and 2014. He appears regularly at St Michael’s 
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Uniting Church in Melbourne, performing solo trumpet works with organ. He recently 
performed new works by Australian and other contemporary composers including the 
Australian premiere of Harrison Birtwistle’s Endless Parade with the Arcko Symphonic 
Project. He has also taken part in the Australian National Academy of Music concerts under 
the direction of distinguished artists such as Richard Tognetti and Michael Collins, 
performing new works by Anthony Pateras and James Ledger. 

Third Sunday in Lent 
“Church – A Liberating Community?” 
Guest Minister - Rev Peter Burnham 
Music: Georgia Wilkinson (Soprano) & Rhys Boak (Organ & Piano) 

St Michael’s has a Victorian Government QR Code which you can scan, or alternatively a 
Welcomer will record your name and phone number. Collection of this information is 
required by law. It will be only ever be used for COVID tracing. When entering St Michael’s, 
please say hello to a Welcomer, scan the QR code or check -in. 
St Michael’s COVID-Safe requirements remain in effect. Please read before visiting.  

Online Gatherings will continue for the foreseeable future. Links to videos, orders of service 
and the latest eNews are on the front page of our website. 

 

If you arrived after the service started, please ensure that you have signed in via the QR code 
on the wall above the bench in the Eastern colonnade or by writing your name and phone 
number on the list on the clipboard, on the bench. 

Wearing a St Michael’s name tag would greatly assist us all to get to know each other by 
name. If you would like to have a name tag, or a new one, please write your name in the book 
marked ‘Name Tags’ on the bench in the eastern colonnade. The book will be sent up to the 
church office and your new name tag will be waiting for you on the bench, the following 
Sunday. 

 

https://stmichaels.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Welcome-Back-to-Church-Info-January-2021-1.pdf
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We have a team of members of Contact and Care and Church Council who are each keeping 
in touch with a group of people by telephone, to keep the important lines of communication 
open. If you would like to have someone get in touch with you for a chat, please contact the 
St Michael’s office and leave your phone number or email address. 
The members of the Contact and Care Team are also available to talk with, or assist people, 
who are experiencing difficult times for any reason. 
All matters remain confidential. 
   Lyndell O’Brien: Dean of Contact and Care 
   Joy Arnot: Deputy Dean 

We are a group within the Contact and Care team, here to support you at any time. 
We extend a commitment to pray for yourself, or someone known to you, who is facing 
personal challenges. All requests are treated with confidentiality, sensitivity and respect. 
Kindly ask permission from the person/s concerned, if the prayer is not for yourself. To 
request prayer, please contact the St. Michael's office (9654 5120) and ask for a message to 
be forwarded, or speak with Catherine Jones directly. Meanwhile, please join us, as we pray 
for all the many concerns COVID has created. 
Thank you. 

Wisdom from Michael Leunig in ‘A Common Prayer’. 

'Dear God, these circumstances will change. This situation shall pass.' 
'God give us strength. Strength to hold on and strength to let go.  
Amen' 

   Catherine Jones, Prayer Tree Leader 

Our minister, Rev Dr Margaret is available for pastoral care meetings by phone. Please phone 
the office to arrange a time for Margaret to call. 

 

The Grand Hyatt has reopened to the public. Validation ticket discount reducing Sunday rate 
to $7 subject to conditions: a) Tickets will be valid for use on Sundays only between the 
hours of 6am and 5pm, b) Tickets will allow for $7 discount for a maximum of 5 hours after 
which it will revert to the standard weekend rate of $10.  
An alternative car park option: AC DC Garage –14-128 Flinders Street, Melbourne 3000  
Entry 113 Flinders Lane (between Exhibition and Russell Streets).  
Park on the Ground Floor and walk through the lane to Collins Street.  
Fee: $10.00. Enter after 5:00am | Exit before 5:00am next day . 

https://www.facebook.com/stmichaelsmelbourne/ 
 

https://www.youtube.com/user/StMichaelsChurch/videos 
 

Podcast  www.soundcloud.com/stmichaelsunitingchurch

 

https://www.facebook.com/stmichaelsmelbourne/
https://www.youtube.com/user/StMichaelsChurch/videos
http://www.soundcloud.com/stmichaelsunitingchurch
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A new online conversation will begin in 2021. 

The Mingary Counselling Service offers appointments for counselling and Vocational 
Assessments via telephone and Zoom. For more information, please see our website at 
www.mingarycounselling.org.au. To make an appointment, please call the St Michael's office 
on 9654 5120. 

 

http://www.mingarycounselling.org.au/

