
 

Why are the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Flags  
Displayed in St Michael’s Uniting Church? 

 

St Michael's Uniting Church displays the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags to show 
our recognition of First Nation peoples, to promote a sense of community partnership and a 
commitment toward reconciliation. 

What do the flags mean? 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples represent two distinct cultures. Therefore, each 
has its own flag, representing its own unique identity. It is important to recognise that even 
within each group, various languages and traditions are practiced across Australia. Some of 
these groups have their own flags, or adaptations of these flags. 

Each flag has a different history, and in 1995 both were recognised as official flags of 
Australia under Commonwealth legislation. 
 
The Aboriginal Flag was designed by Harold Thomas, a Luritja man from Central Australia. 
According to Thomas, the meaning of the flag is represented through: 
Black: The Aboriginal peoples 
Yellow: The Sun – the giver of life and protector 
Red: The red earth – red ochre and a spiritual relationship to the land 

The Torres Strait Islander flag was designed by the late Bernard Namok of Thursday Island. 
The flag was recognised by the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission in June 
1992 and given equal prominence with the Aboriginal flag. The meaning of the Torres Strait 
Islander flag is represented through: 
Green: Land 
Blue: Sea 
White: Peace 
Black: The Torres Strait Islander peoples 

 
Information about the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags from:  
‘Q & A – Flying the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Flags’. Reconciliation Australia. Q-A-–-Flying-the-
Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-Flags.pdf                                  

https://www.reconciliation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Q-A-%E2%80%93-Flying-the-Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-Flags.pdf
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Q-A-%E2%80%93-Flying-the-Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-Flags.pdf

